Dear friends, family and companions of the Lamb,
“My sheep hear My voice; I know them and they follow
Me.” (Jn 10:27)
We want to invite each of you to a very special and new
opportunity! On Thursday, July 2nd through Sunday, July
5th, we will be posting “The Lord is My Shepherd” as an on
-line “retreat” on our website at www.bellwetheromaha.org.
We will have helpful suggestions on our website on how to
prepare for this time set apart for a contemplative retreat, so
we encourage you to visit our website right away for more
information! Also, if you are not already on our email list,
and would like to be added in order to receive updates from
us, please send us your full name and email address to
bellwetherlambs@gmail.com.
We also want to share with you how the Holy Spirit led us to
this “new” opportunity. At the end of last year, when we
received the title for this summer’s Annual Workshop, “The
Lord is My Shepherd,” the Holy Spirit pressed upon our
hearts the urgency and utmost importance for each of us to
know and hear Jesus’ voice, and to follow Him, the Good
Shepherd, Who lays down His life for His sheep (cf. Jn
10:14-15).
rightly discern from among the many voices and temptations
from the enemy in our world today!
During the recent months at Bellwether, we have heard and
responded to the Heavenly Father’s call for us to set apart We are interceding for each of you that this on-line retreat
personal retreat times of deeper prayer, silence and solitude will be a time of increased faith, hope, love, and interior
to be even more fortified in His Love. In these turbulent renewal in the Holy Spirit! “For the Lamb Who is in the
times, we feel the longing of the Holy Spirit to bring the entire center of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to
Church, the bride of Christ, into a time of renewal and revival springs of Life-Giving Water…” (Rev 7:17)
from within each heart, and into union with the Good
Shepherd and Lamb of God, Who takes away the sin of the Prayerfully in the Heart of the Lamb and Good Shepherd,
world (cf. Jn 1:29)!
Mary Elizabeth and the Bellwether Lambs
Then, recently, because of the numerous circumstances
surrounding the coronavirus, we prayerfully discerned that
the Lord was not leading us to host this July’s Workshop at
Bellwether. Instead, the Lord showed us that He desires to
lead each of you, His chosen lambs, into deeper
contemplative listening and spiritual strengthening through
“The Lord is My Shepherd” as an on-line personal retreat
experience. In these critical times, when the enemy is seeking
all the more to “steal, slaughter and destroy” souls (cf. Jn
10:10), it is imperative to hear the Good Shepherd’s voice and
“Believe us, this storm will pass as many others have passed, rest firm in God
like a rock in the sea. Do not let anything discourage you, see God in all things.
Place your trust in God, Who will not forsake you.” ~St. Mary Euphrasia

~ An excerpt from “Faith and the Future” by Cardinal Ratzinger (Pope
Benedict XVI)
“From the crisis of today the Church of tomorrow will emerge — a
Church that has lost much. She will become small and will have to
start afresh more or less from the beginning. She will no longer be able to
inhabit many of the edifices she built in prosperity. As the number of her
adherents diminishes, so she will lose many of her social privileges. In contrast to
an earlier age, she will be seen much more as a voluntary society, she will make
much bigger demands on the initiative of her individual members. Undoubtedly,
she will discover new forms of ministry and will ordain to the priesthood
approved Christians who pursue some profession. In many smaller
congregations or in self-contained social groups, pastoral care will normally be
provided in this fashion. Along-side this, the full-time ministry of the priesthood
will be indispensable as formerly. But in all of the changes at which one might guess, the Church will
find her essence afresh and with full conviction in that which was always at her center:
faith in the triune God, in Jesus Christ, the Son of God made man, in the presence of the
Spirit until the end of the world. In faith and prayer she will again recognize her true center
and experience the sacraments again as the worship of God and not as a subject for
liturgical scholarship.
The Church will be a more spiritual Church, not presuming upon a political mandate, flirting as
little with the Left as with the Right. It will be hard going for the Church, for the process of crystalization
and clarification will cost her much valuable energy. It will make her poor and cause her to become the
Church of the meek. The process will be all the more arduous, for sectarian narrow-mindedness as well as
pompous self-will will have to be shed. One may predict that all of this will take time. The process will be
long and wearisome as was the road from the false progressivism of the eve of the French Revolution —
when a bishop might be thought smart if he made fun of dogmas and even insinuated that the existence of
God was by no means certain — to the renewal of the nineteenth century. But when the trial of this
sifting is past, a great power will flow from a more spiritualized and simplified Church. Men
in a totally planned world will find themselves unspeakably lonely. If they have completely lost sight of
God, they will feel the whole horror of their poverty. Then they will discover the little flock of
believers as something wholly new. They will discover it as a hope that is meant for them,
an answer for which they have always been searching in secret.
And so it seems certain to me that the Church is facing very hard times.
The real crisis has scarcely begun. We will have to count on terrific upheavals.
But I am equally certain about what will remain at the end: not the Church of the
political cult, which is dead already with Gobel, but the Church of faith. She may
well no longer be the dominant social power to the extent that she was
until recently; but she will enjoy a fresh blossoming and be seen as man’s
home, where he will find life and hope beyond death.”
“We are now standing in the face of the greatest historical
confrontation humanity has gone through. I do not think
that wide circles of the American society or wide circles of
the Christian community realize this fully. We are now
facing the final confrontation between the Church and the
anti-Church, of the Gospel and the anti-Gospel.
This confrontation lies within the plans of divine
providence. It is a trial which the whole Church…
must take up.”
~ Cardinal Karol Wojtyla (Pope St. John Paul II)
“I am the Good Shepherd, and I know mine and mine know Me, just as the Father
knows Me and I know the Father; and I will lay down My life for the sheep. ” (Jn 10:14-15)

